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 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

Submit stories and story ideas to 
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

From Front Page

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”  
Residential � Commercial � Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than 35 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Professional Installation of:

www.BurkinElectr ic .net

Bonded & Insured
Lic.#C10-631523

James Burkin

Sole Proprietor

� Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting  � Kitchen or Bath Remodel 
� Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting � Electrical Service Upgrade   
� Complete Home Wiring - Old & New � Spa Installation

Call Tom
for a free
estimate

Since 1993! 
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

TAXI BLEU
All Airports
Served 24/7

Dispatch:

925-849-2222
Direct:

925-286-0064
www.mytaxibleu.com

mytaxibleu@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

Kurt Piper
925.818.8000

KurtPiperGroup.com
License #: 01130308

()*�+-/677�+;<6��;=>�?�+;A;F6H6
4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2000± Sq. Ft.
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Q-UV6-W=�X6Y-Z67�?�+;A;F6H6
4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2277± Sq. Ft.
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Kurt Piper Group

Coming Soon in Reliez Valley

PENDING 4 OFFERS!
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Local Governments Stop PG&E Tree
Cutting Project – For Now
... continued from page A1

She added that it appears the line runs

along the Lafayette-Moraga Regional

Trail where numerous trees are

planted, but PG&E’s map is not very

precise and the agency told the town

it would not give it precise data on the

pipeline before July.

      

Falk and his public works team es-

timated that there are at least four zones

where Lafayette is at risk for losing

significant trees to the utility’s chain-

saws.  “The riparian corridor along Mt.

Diablo Boulevard near the Lafayette

Reservoir; mature street trees along the

south side of Mt. Diablo Boulevard be-

tween Diablo Foods and Chico’s; dec-

orative trees in Lafayette Plaza, the

eastern trellis also appears to be at risk;

and scores of mature trees along the

west side of St. Mary’s Road between

the Community Center and the Mor-

aga town border,” he said.

      

Janet Keeter, Orinda’s city man-

ager, said, “We have requested spe-

cific data from PG&E but are not

expecting a response before May.”

On PG&E’s pipeline map, it looks

like Glorietta Boulevard and the por-

tion of Moraga Way that runs from

Glorietta to the Moraga border would

be impacted.

      

While cities are concerned about

the safety of their residents and want

proper maintenance of the gas lines,

they challenge PG&E’s right to cut

trees with complete disregard for

local rules and environmental laws.

They believe that there are also other

ways to protect the pipelines from tree

roots.

      

“PG&E has been testing the lines

with high-pressure water which is

more directly related to public safety,”

said Keimach. “This clearance of

vegetation and structures above the

pipeline has a number of issues and

the benefit to the pipeline safety

seems debatable.” She added that

PG&E has failed to produce evidence

that tree roots ever damaged pipelines

(roots grow toward water, not gas),

and that if they did, there are a num-

ber of root barrier systems that could

be explored before resolving to cut-

ting down the trees.  The Moraga

Town Council is not scheduled to dis-

cuss the issue at this time.

      

“Lafayette will refuse to issue en-

croachment permits to PG&E for tree

removal along the pipeline pathway

until the cities and PG&E have ar-

rived upon a process for resolving

these issues,” said Falk. “I have or-

dered the police chief to direct his po-

lice officers who come upon such

work to stop utility workers from

trimming trees until the matter is re-

viewed by the city engineer.”

      

Keeter says that the issue has not

been discussed by the Orinda City

Council yet, but it is likely that the

city’s position will be to hold PG&E

to the same standards as anybody else

when it comes to cutting trees.

Orinda’s municipal code prohibits re-

moval of protected trees without a

permit.  The application to cut a tree

carries a fee and includes mitigation

measures such as replacement or

moving of the tree.

      

“Respecting this important part-

nership (with cities), PG&E will not

remove any trees under this program

in the East Bay until a shared solution

is reached,” said Soto.  But the agency

remains committed to addressing

trees and structures over its pipelines

that can interfere with safely access-

ing, inspecting and maintaining the

pipelines.  PG&E’s pipeline map can

be found online at

www.pge.com/safety/systemworks/g

as/transmissionpipelines.

Civic News Lafayette

Update on the Old Library Reuse Task Force
By Cathy Tyson

It’s hard to miss the giant signs in front of the old

Lafayette library and the former doctor’s office across

the street.  What to do with this pair of city-owned prop-

erties is currently in the hands of the Old Library Reuse

Task Force that is seeking to evaluate and make a recom-

mendation on the highest, best and most fiscally respon-

sible use.  The group wanted to get the word out to other

interested parties, who may have missed the initial out-

reach effort, hence the signs.

      

Consisting of volunteers who represent a range of

viewpoints and some city leaders, the task force first set

out to find a way to compare proposals.  After much dis-

cussion, project evaluation criteria were nailed down and

consist of a four-part analysis: plan consistency, environ-

mental impacts, economic and social impacts, and success

factors.  The thorough list of questions for all applicants

runs the gamut from traffic congestion, a credible business

plan, and obviously very important – does the proposer

have the appropriate financing in place to complete reha-

bilitation and construction. 

      

Presentations have already been made by the City of

Lafayette and the Lafayette Dance Center, along with a

combined effort from Lafayette Senior Services Commis-

sion and the Lafayette Community Foundation to form a

downtown community center.  Additional proposals from

Futures Explored, Eden Housing, Wellspring Educational

Services and the Lafayette School District will likely

stretch into the summer months.       
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1320 Bollinger Canyon, Moraga  Offered at $1,345,000
www.1320BollingerCanyonRoad.com

Your Real Estate Resource

(925) 683-2600
www.lyndasnell.com

CalBRE # 00700106

(925) 765-8700
www.jeffsnell.com

CalBRE # 01333422

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

Rare Find in Coveted and Serene Bollinger Canyon!

Enjoy sunsets, quiet evenings and the serene setting that awaits you after
a busy day….a return to nature at its best!  This home has been attractively
remodeled offering 5 bedrooms/5 bathroom, including 2 master suites,
wonderful great room with vaulted ceilings and walls of windows
capturing quiet, expansive views.




